








THE COUNCIL OF THE COLLEGE OF VENEREOLOGISTS OF SRI LANKA
 2014

Year Theme of the scientific sessions Title of the presidential address Chief guest

2014
Moving towards an era free of 

HIV

Moving towards an era free of 

HIV

Prof. Athula Kaluarachchi, 

Consultant Obstetrician and 

Gynaecologist

Seated from Left to Right
Dr. K. Buddhakorale, Dr. C. D. Wickramasuriya, Dr. H. A. C. W. Hathurusinghe (Treasurer), Dr. J. Ranatunga 
(Immediate Past President), Dr. H. Perera (President), Dr. L. N. Siriwardena (Secretary), Dr. L. Jayasuriya (Editor), 
Dr. I. Abeyewickreme

Standing from Left to Right
Dr. A. V. S. N. D. Ranasinghe (Asst. Secretary), Dr. M. K. S. H. Jayasena, Dr. D. P. K. Weerasinghe, Dr. P. H. M. P. 

Bandara, Dr. K. A. M. Ariyaratne, Dr. P. S. K. Batagalla, Dr. A. B. P. Perera, Dr. N. Punchihewa

Absent
Dr. D. A. Karawita (President Elect), Dr. N. Abeygunasekera (Vice President), Dr. L. Rajapaksa, Dr. G. Weerasinghe
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THE COUNCIL OF THE COLLEGE OF VENEREOLOGISTS OF SRI LANKA
 2015

Seated from left to right 
Dr. I. Abeyewickreme, Dr. W. N. Vidanage (Asst. Secretary), Dr. K. A. M. Ariyaratne (Editor), Dr. H. P. Perera (Immediate Past 
President), Dr. M. K. D. N. Mallikarachchi (Vice President), Dr. D. A. Karawita (President), Dr. P.S. Premadasa (Secretary), Dr. A. 

Azraan, Dr. L. Jayasuriya.  

Standing from left to right 
Dr. G. Weerasinghe, Dr. N. Punchihewa, Dr. C. D. Wickramasuriya, Dr. L. Rajapaksa, Dr. J. Ranatunga, Dr. H. A. C. W. 

Hathurusinghe, Dr. D. O.C de Alwis, Dr. E. G. R. Samaraweera, Dr. V. S. Dharmakulasinghe, Dr. N. Abeygunasekera, Dr. P. A. D. M. 

P. Perera, Dr. C. U. Gunawardena.   

Absent 
Dr K. Buddhakorale, Dr. D. N. Wijayawickrama.

Year Theme of the scientific sessions Title of the presidential address Chief guest

2015 Sexual health in the era of HIV Sexual health in the Era of HIV

Prof. Ranjith Wijayawardena, 

Vice-chancellor, Rajarata 

University of Sri Lanka
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THE COUNCIL OF THE SRI LANKA COLLEGE OF SEXUAL HEALTH 
AND HIV MEDICINE 2016

Seated from Left to Right 
Dr. L Jayasuriya, Dr. D.I. Rajapaksha (Treasurer), Dr. A. B.P. Perera (Secretary), Dr. H.P. Perera (Immediate Past President), 
Dr. D. A. Karawita (President), Dr. D.N Wijayawickrama (President Elect), Dr. W. C. J. K. Jayakody (Vice President), 
Dr. J. Ranatunga, Dr. K.A. M. Ariyaratne (Editor In Chief)  

Standing from Left to Right
Dr. M. K. D. N. Mallikarachchi, Dr. S.N. Jayasuriya, Dr. P. S. K. Batagalla (Asst. Secretary), 
Dr D. K. J. Thanthree, Dr. I. L. Jayaweera, Dr. A. Azraan, Dr. P. S. Premadasa, Dr. D.O.C. De Alwis, Dr. E. G.R. Samaraweera, 

Dr. G. Weerasinghe   

Absent 
Dr. I Abeyewickreme, Dr. K. Buddhakorale, Dr. C. D. Wickramasuriya, Dr. L. I. Rajapaksa, 

Dr. N. Abeygunasekera, Dr. N. Punchihewa.

Year Theme of the scientific sessions Title of the presidential address Chief guest

2016
Towards Ending AIDS in Sri 

Lanka

Towards ending AIDS in Sri 

Lanka

Dr. Palitha Mahipala, Director 

General of Health Services, 

Ministry of Health
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THE COUNCIL OF THE SRI LANKA COLLEGE OF SEXUAL HEALTH 
AND HIV MEDICINE  2017

Seated from left to right
Dr. N. D. V. Jayasuriya (Treasurer), Dr. D. V. V. Kaluarachchi (Secretary), Dr. D. A .Karawita (Immediate Past President), 
Dr. D. N. Wijayawickrama (President), Dr. R. W. K. M. D. Rajapaksha (Vice President), Dr. J. Ranatunga, 

Dr. K. A. M. Ariyaratne (Editor in Chief)

Standing from left to right
Dr. M. K. D. N. Mallikarachchi, Dr. S. S. Nanayakkara, Dr. E. G. R. Samaraweera, Dr. G. I. D. K.S. Dharmaratna (Asst. Secretary), 
Dr. H .M. A. H. Karunaratne, Dr. D. I. Rajapaksha, Dr. G. Weerasinghe, Dr. A. B. P. Perera, Dr. M. P. V. R. Perera 

Absent
Dr. D. O. C. de Alwis (President elect), Dr. L. Jayasuriya, Dr. I. Abeyewickreme, Dr. K. Buddhakorale, Dr. C. D. Wickramasuriya, 

Dr. L .I .Rajapaksa, Dr. N. Punchihewa, Dr. N. Abeygunasekera, Dr. H. P. Perera, Dr. W. C. J. K.  Jayakody, Dr. L. N. Siriwardena, 

Dr. C. Dodampegama

Year Theme of the scientific sessions Title of the presidential address Chief guest

2017 Stepping into the future Stepping into the future

Prof. Harendra de Silva, 

Consultant paediatrician
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THE COUNCIL OF THE SRI LANKA COLLEGE OF SEXUAL HEALTH 
AND HIV MEDICINE 2018

Seated from left to right 

Dr. Himali Perera, Dr. K. Buddhakorale, Dr. Lucian Jayasuriya, Dr. Darshanie Mallikarachchi (Vice President), Dr. Geethani 

Samaraweera (President Elect), Dr. D. O. C. de Alwis (President), Dr. Piyumi Perera (Secretary), Dr. Nimali Jayasuriya 

(Treasurer), Dr. Damindu Jalath Thanthree (Asst. Secretary), Dr. Lilani Rajapaksa, Dr. G. Weerasinghe  

Standing from left to right 
Dr. Indika Mallwatte, Dr. Lasanthi Siriwardena, Dr. Jayadarie Ranatunga, Dr. Vindhya Kaluarachchi, Dr. Iresh Jayaweera, 

Dr. Rahal Fernando, Dr. Chitran Hathurusinghe, Dr. Gayani Nanayakkara, Dr. Heshani Colombage, 

Dr. Piyumika Godakandaarachchi, Dr. Waruni Pannala  

Absent 
Dr. Iyanthi Abeyewickreme, Dr. K. A. M. Ariyaratne (Editor in Chief), Dr. C. D. Wickramasuriya, Dr. Ajith Karawita, 

Dr. D. N. Wijayawickrama (Immediate Past President), Dr. N. Abeygunasekera, Dr. N. Punchihewa

Year Theme of the scientific sessions Title of the presidential address Chief guest

2018

Towards Professional Excellence 

in Sexual Health and HIV care  

Towards professional excellence 

in sexual health and HIV care

Dr. Kulasiri Buddhakorala,

 Consultant Venereologist
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THE COUNCIL OF THE SRI LANKA COLLEGE OF SEXUAL HEALTH 
AND HIV MEDICINE  2019

Seated from left to right 

Dr. W. C. J. K. Jayakody (Vice President), Dr. L. Jayasuriya, Dr. J. Ranatunga, Dr. K. A. M. Ariyaratne (Editor in Chief), 
Dr. M. K. S. H. Jayasena (Treasurer), Dr. D. O. C. de Alwis (President), Dr. D. N. Wijayawickrama (Immediate Past President), 
Dr. H. M. A H. Karunaratne (Secretary), Dr. K. Buddhakorale, Dr. G. Weerasinghe, Dr. H. P. Perera.   

Standing from left to right 
Dr. B. M. M. D. Mendis, Dr. M. P. .V R. Perera (Asst. Secretary), Dr. M. K. D. N. Mallikarachchi, Dr. S. S. Nanayakkara, 

Dr. R. W. K .M. D. Rajapaksha, Dr. G. N. Mahakumbura, Dr. P. A. D. M. P. Perera,  Dr. N. D. V. Jayasuriya, Dr E. G. R. Samaraweera, 

Dr. K. A. C. R. Wijesekara, Dr. W. S. C. Dileka, Dr. N. H. Kumarasinghe.   

Absent 

Dr. H. A. C. W. Hathurusinghe (President elect), Dr. I. Abeyewickreme, Dr. C. D. Wickramasuriya, Dr. L. I. Rajapaksa, 

Dr. D. A. Karawita, Dr. N. Abeygunasekera, Dr. N. Punchihewa

Year Theme of the scientific sessions Title of the presidential address Chief guest

2019
Reaching the Unreached in STI 

and HIV  

Reaching the unreached in HIV 

and STI care

Dr. Anil Jasinghe,  Director 

General of Health Services, 

Ministry of Health
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THE COUNCIL OF THE SRI LANKA COLLEGE OF SEXUAL HEALTH 
AND HIV MEDICINE  2020

Seated from left to right
Dr. I. Abeyewickreme, Dr. T. D. R. N. Perera (Asst. Secretary), Dr. L. I. Rajapaksa, Dr. D. O. C. de Alwis (Immediate Past 
President), Dr. E. G. R. Samaraweera (President Elect), Dr. H. A. C. W. Hathurusinghe (President), Dr. M. P. R. Y. Fernando 

(Secretary), Dr. L. N. Siriwardena (Vice President), Dr. M. K. S. H. Jayasena (Treasurer), Dr. K. Buddhakorale, Dr. L. Jayasuriya

Standing from left to right
Dr. A. P. U. Irosha, Dr. H. P. Perera, Dr. G. D. K. N. Karunarathna, Dr. W. C. J. K. Jayakody, Dr. A. B. P. Perera, 

Dr. W. A. H. P. Wijayasinghe, Dr. H. M. A. H. Karunaratne, Dr. P. S. Premadasa, Dr. K. A. M. Ariyaratne, Dr. J. Ranatunga, 

Dr. M. K. D. N. Mallikarachchi, Dr. B. S. D. Mendis, Dr. M. Thakshagini, Dr. N. D. V. Jayasuriya

Absent
Dr. D. A. Karawita (Editor in Chief), Dr. G. Weerasinghe, Dr. N. Punchihewa, Dr. C. D. Wickramasuriya, Dr. D. N. Wijayawickrama, 

Dr. N. Abeygunasekera

Year Theme of the scientific sessions Title of the presidential address

2020
Creating enabling environment for optimal HIV 

response

Creating enabling environment for optimal HIV 

response
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APPRECIATIONS

Dr. Gamini Nihal Jayakuru, had his education at 
Royal College, Colombo and Faculty of Medicine, 
University of Ceylon. He qualified MBBS in 1964 

and obtained the Diploma in Public Health from the University 
of Liverpool in 1974. After serving the Anti-VD Campaign 
for several years initially as a medical officer and later as a 
consultant venereologist in many parts of the country, he 
assumed duties as the Director of the NSACP in 1985. His 
tenure as Director, saw the NSACP reach its heights as a 
premier public health programme not only in Sri Lanka but 
also in the South-East Asia Region. As the pioneering leader in 
the control of HIV/AIDS in Sri Lanka he initiated the National 
Task Force which was later renamed the National AIDS 
Committee. This allowed the country to mount a concerted 
campaign against HIV/AIDS that has been instrumental in Sri 
Lanka continuing to maintain its position as a country with a 
low prevalence in the region. 

His most outstanding contribution undoubtedly was the 
pivotal and lead role he played in transforming the AVDC into 
the National STD/AIDS Control Programme in Sri Lanka in 1985 
to respond to HIV/AIDS.  

As Director he worked closely with other national 
programmes in the health sector dealing with blood 
transfusion, health of the mother and child, media and 
communication, tuberculosis and medical research institute 
and UN agencies. 

Many categories of health professionals including medical 

undergraduates, public health inspectors, nursing officers 
and private sector health personnel have benefited from 
his expertise.  He was a trainer for postgraduate students in 
Community Medicine and Venereology. He also served as 
an external faculty member of the Faculty of Medicine of the 
University of Colombo. 

Dr Jayakuru played a major role in the establishment of 
the College of Venereologists in 1995 to advance the specialty, 
which spearheaded the establishment of the Board of Study 
in Venereology at the Postgraduate Institute of Medicine 
(PGIM), University of Colombo in 2001. This not only ensured 
that the Ministry of Health would have adequate numbers of 
specialists to deal with the emerging HIV /AIDS epidemic but 
further opened up a new path for professional advancement 
for young doctors. Today, the Board of Study in Venereology 
conducts courses conferring the Postgraduate Diploma and 
the Degree of Doctor of Medicine (MD) in venereology. He 
served as the Chairperson, Board of Study in Venereology and 
as an examiner as well. 

His expertise in the sphere of STI/HIV /AIDS has been 
recognized both regionally and internationally. He served as a 
Temporary Advisor to the World Health Organization (WHO) 
and as Short Term Technical Advisor on STI/HIV /AIDS to the 
South East Asia Region of the WHO. He has represented the 
country at many regional consultative meetings related to 
the control and prevention of STI/HIV AIDS. A committed 
professional, he was also active in many professional bodies 
both locally and internationally. 

In 2003 Dr. Jayakuru was elected a Fellow of the Sri Lanka 
College of Venereologists in recognition of his outstanding 
contribution to the specialty. 

Dr Jayakuru passed away peacefully in 2010. May he attain 
the supreme bliss of Nibbana. 

DR. GAMINI NIHAL 

JAYAKURU
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Dr. Thinakaran Arulanantham graduated with 
MBBS from the Faculty of Medicine, University 
of Ceylon and later obtained the DPH. He was 

the Director of the National STD/AIDS Control (NSACP) 
from 1997-1994.

He served the Anti-VD Campaign for several years in 
many parts of the country including STD clinics Jaffna and 
Anuradhapura as a consultant venereologist. From 1978 
to 1980 to  while working as the consultant venereologist 
he also served as the acting medical superintendent 
of General Hospital Anuradhapura. During his tenure 
as Director/NSACP he strengthened links between the 
maternal and child health services and STD services 
and played a significant role in steering the national 
programme to maintain a low HIV prevalence in the 
country during the early years of the epidemic. 

As the Director NSACP, he drew on his vast experiences 
in the provinces to improve the quality of STI care services 
in the country. He reinforced the public health aspects of 
STI management by strengthening the training of public 
health inspectors of the STD clinics and improving contact 
and defaulter tracing. He streamlined service delivery at 
STD clinics by developing a simple guide assigning job 
responsibilities to the workforce. He initiated measures to 
strengthen the link between the NSACP and the district 
team and encouraged medical officers of the STD clinics to 
regularly participate at the quarterly meetings chaired by 

the Regional Director of Health Services. 

As the Director NSACP, he had oversight of the first World 
Bank funded HIV project and the development of country 
action plans to face the emerging HIV pandemic on the 
Asian continent. As the Director he maintained a healthy 
relationship with many stakeholders within the health sector 
and as well as other sectors tourism and labour that were 
important for control of HIV. 

Dr. Arulanantham’s expertise has benefitted many 
categories of health professionals ranging from medical 
undergraduates, public health inspectors, nursing officers, to 
private sector health personnel. He also served as an external 
faculty member of the Faculty of Medicine of the University 
of Colombo. Dr Arulanantham represented Sri Lanka at 
many regional consultative meetings related to the control 
and prevention of STI/HIV/AIDS. He retired from government 
service in 1997, after which he devoted his services to the 
needy in the war affected areas of the North and East of Sri 
Lanka for many years.

Dr Arulanantham was an active member of the Sri Lanka 
College of Venereologists and its Vice president from 1995 to 
1997. In 2003 Dr. T. Arulanantham was elected as a Fellow of 
the Sri Lanka College of Venereologists in recognition of his 
outstanding contribution to the specialty. 

He passed away peacefully in May 2014. May he rest in 
peace.

DR. THINAKARAN 

ARULANANTHAM

   Next Page >>< < ABSTRACT DESIGN

<< 37 >>



DR. SAROJIN 

PERERA

Dr. Sarojini Perera, was a founder member of the 
Sri Lanka College of Venereologists later renamed 
the Sri Lanka College of Sexual Health and HIV 

Medicine (SLCoSHH).

Sarojini played a significant role in the establishment of 
the Sri Lanka College of Venereologists in 1995 following the 
advent of HIV to Sri Lanka. The aim was to provide adequate 
number of venereologists to fight the emerging epidemic of 
HIV /AIDS. The strategic mechanism was the establishment 
of  the Board of Study  in Venereology  at the Postgraduate 
Institute of Medicine (PGIM), University of Colombo.   

Sarojini was a life member of the College and was an active 
Council member serving as the Assistant Secretary from 1996 
to 1998 and Treasurer from 1999 to 2000. Her hard work and 
determination supported the college through many difficult 
times during its infancy. 

She continued to work on behalf of the college after 
retirement and never failed to be present at the College 
functions with her family.

Sarojini was educated at St. Bridget’s Convent, Colombo. She 
entered the Faculty of Medicine University of Colombo in 1966, 
from where she graduated in 1971. Sarojini served in different 
capacities at the Lady Ridgway Hospital, Colombo, Badulla, 
Ratnapura and Kurunegala General Hospitals before joining 
the National STD/AIDS Control Programme (NSACP) in 1990. 

Sarojini was awarded the Diploma in Child Health (1991), 
Diploma in Family Medicine (1992) and the Master of Science 
in Community Medicine (1993) by the PGIM. 

Sarojini contributed to the advancement of the NSACP 
in many ways. She was closely involved with adtivities 
related to the advancement of hte programme and also 
served as the training coordinator for the second World 
Bank HIV Prevention Project. 

After retirement in 2008 she worked as the Director, 
Programmes and Research of the National AIDS 
Foundation, a non- governmental organization that 
addresses the health and welfare of persons living with 
HIV.  She continued to maintain her links with the NSACP 
and this enabled her to help many persons living with HIV 
who were referred from the programme to the Foundation 
including pregnant women and children. 

In 2014, Sarojini was elected a Fellow of the Sri Lanka 
College of Venereologists in recognition of her dedication 
and outstanding contribution to the specialty.

Sarojini passed away in early 2020 after a brief illness. May 
she rest in peace.  

Dr. Lilani Rajapakse, MBBS, MSc, MD, FSLCV, 

Past President SLCV and Consultant Venereologist

(All three appreciations were written by above author)
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Year

 Dr. Nihal Perera memorial Award

 For the recipient of the best
 oral presentation at the Annual

Scientific Sessions

       Dr. and Mrs. Lucian Jayasuriya
 Gold Medal

 For the recipient of the best
 performance at the Diploma in the

Venereology examination

1997 Dr. Lilani Rajapaksa -

1998 Dr. Kulasiri Buddhakorala -

1999 Dr. Vinya Ariyaratne -

2000 Dr. K. A. M. Ariyaratne -

2001 Dr. P. Thayaparan -

2002 Dr. Sujatha Mananwatta Dr. Nalaka Abeygunasekera

2003 Dr. Ganga Pathirana Dr. Manoji Gunathilake

2004 Dr. Thiloma Munasinghe Dr. E. G. R. Samaraweera

2005 Dr. Ajith Karawita -

2006 Dr. Himali P. Perera Dr. Thilini N. Hettiarachchi

2007 Dr. Rasanga Liyanage Dr. M. S. Shimali Fernando

2008 Dr. Sathya Herath Dr. Aruni De Silva

2009 Dr. S. N. D. Ranasinghe Dr. S. H. W. S. Nanayakkara

2010 Dr. D. O. C. de Alwis Dr. Manori Bandara

2011 Dr. Shyama Somawardhana Dr. L. N. Siriwardena

2012 Dr. P. S. K. Batagalla Dr. P. S. Premadasa

2013 Dr. P. S. Premadasa Dr. D. I. Rajapaksha

2014 Dr. Niroshan Jayasekara Dr. Waruni Pannala

2015 Dr. P. A. D. M. P. Perera Dr. P. A. D. M. P. Perera

2016 Dr. Chandrica Jayakody Dr. Vindya Perera

2017 Dr. Manjula Rajapaksha Dr. P. M. H. Colombage

2018 Dr. Iresh Jayaweera Dr. Udari Gallage

2019 Dr. P. A. D. M. P. Perera Dr. Yuwani Attanayake

Year
 SLCoSHH Award

 For the best poster presentation
at the Annual Scientific Session

              Dr. Iyanthi Abeyewickreme
 Gold Medal

 For the recipient of the best
 performance at the MD Venereology

examination

2013 - Dr. L. N. Siriwardena

2014 - Dr. Ahamed Azraan

2015 Dr. Iresh Jayaweera Dr. Buddhika Perera

2016 Dr. Darshanie Mallikarachchi Dr. Vindya Kaluarachchi

2017 Dr. Shyama Somawardhana Dr. P. A. D. M. P. Perera

2018 Dr. Waruni Pannala Dr. Vindya Perera

2019 Dr. Dileka Sonnadara Dr. Heminda Wijayasinghe

WINNERS OF AWARDS
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E-mail: srilanka.coshh@gmail.com

Web:     w w w . s l c o s h h . o r g

(+94) 71 0900003 | (+94) 77 3686701

Colombo 10, Sri Lanka

SLCoSHH
29, De Saram place,


